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it would carry through plans for the adoption not only of a provisional
government but also of a permanent one, and chose notables to attend
it. Mississippi, on the other hand, looked upon it as a purely temporary
organization, and after choosing unimportant convention delegates de-
signated its well known Senators and Representatives back from Wash-
ington as the men to represent it in the permanent Congress which it
expected would soon be called. In most of the states no prearranged
slates or party tickets were suggested. Each member of the legislature
wrote down his own ticket of as many names as the state had had Sena-
tors and Representatives in Washington. These lists were tallied, and
ballots continued to be taken until each one of the required number of
persons received a majority of the votes cast.

Some of the leaders who expected that the functions of the convention
would be preliminary refrained from presenting themselves. Some
anxious to attend, like Jacob Thompson, Slidell, and Benjamin, were
defeated. Mississippi sent six Democrats and two Whigs, with one not
labeled. Louisiana chose four old Whigs, one Democrat, and one not
now identifiable with any party. Alabama refused to send Yancey; in
fact its convention was so divided that eight Whigs and four Democrats
were chosen, including several opponents of secession. South Carolina
and Georgia alone chose distinguished politicos. Rhett was elected from
the Palmetto state, but he was carefully boxed off by Chesnut, Keitt,
and Boyce, who had been his opponents for years. Georgia sent not
only Cobb, Toombs, and five fellow secessionists, but also Stephens and
two other former Whigs and opponents of immediate action, Ben Hill
and Kenan. The majority of all the delegates were Breckinridge Demo-

II
The eyes of much of the world now turned in hope, fear, or curiosity
on the little capital three hundred miles up the Alabama River, near
the center of the state, and in the heart of the South. Those who traveled
thither had many difficulties. For several days prior to the 4th of Febru-
ary there had been heavy rains throughout South Carolina and Georgia,
as well as Alabama. The rivers were high, and much damage was suf-